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DRINKING AMONG THE GLERKS

MARKED TENDENCY TOWARD
SBOBRIETY IN DEPARTMENTS.

Few Summary Dismissals for Intoxi-

cation—Successful Effort at
Reclamation.
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DISCONTENT IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY ALARMS
POWERS THAT BE, AND REFORMS ARE BEING PLANN

™~

—

(Copsright, 1007, by John Elfreth Watkins.)
HAT necessary evil of ours—the
army—has run short of men.

A jeremiad to this effect has
just been uttered by the War
Depariment, whoss powers that

their heads together
and means for restoring
| glamour of the military life. The
| growing discontent of our army must in-
spire anxiety in all good citizens who down
| in their hearts bel'eve that the surest pre-
| servative of peace Is certain preparedness
for that relic of barbarism yclept war.

This discontent has reduced our enlisted
force far below Its authorized strength.
The fundamental principle of our military
organization is that the standing army
must be ever avallable as the strong first
line of defense; that the stronger it is
maintained the more time will be gained In
mustering our latent fighting force—the
volunteers. We are indeed in a plight when
we are unable to fi'l the ranks of this
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“0f course, there are a few who annually
fall by the wan but the chiefs en-
deay te advance the cause of temperance
by ddcing all in their power to save a man |
from what is ely in store for him unless
bi ends  his 4, and every effort s
mude o bring a man Inclined to drink too |
miveh to a full understanding of his posi-
thuyg before he is set out in the cold and his
family perhaps placed in want.

“As u rule most men are amenable to
the preliminary admonitlons and warnings, |

and wisely decide to stick to the pay roll |
cad of 1o the hizghball. Where the ad-
rocnltory advice falls, however, as it some-

tivies does with the younger generation of |
lorks, the indefinite suspension is NH“:I“_\"L
the next step. When a clerk finds himself |
fndefinitely suspended without pay, with dis- |
missal staring him in the face, to say |
nothing of further serious consequences, |
domestie and otherwise, It has a sobering |

effect upon him in nine cases out of ten, and |
the tenth man is one who is bound to seek |
il lields and pastures new in any event

atd these he usually finds |

first line—by far the smallest standing

| army. proportionately, in the whole family
| of great world powers.

Desert'ons have increased from 6.8 per
cent to 7.4 per cent in two years, and for
the decade before that the average was
but 4.5 per cent. Last year's list of desert-
ers was no less than 6,258 men—a number
greater than those which have won some of
the great battles of the world. Here would
e a pretty list of guests at one of Uncle
Sam's free hotels, if all were caught and
given the long term of hard labor which
the law prescribes; and all would have to
be clothed and fed at the matlon's expense.
Over three-quarters of these deserters were
men serving thelr first enlistment, and over
one-halfl were serving thelr first year. An-
other index to this discontent’ is that only
one out of three men who serve thelr terms
are re-en'isting. Stating thls in another
way, two out of every three enlistments are

“heinous crime' of desertion, the necessity
for turning the secret service bureau loose
on deserters agd the Increase of punish-
ment for the offense, the more progressive
have gone in for heart-to-heart talks with
the man behind the gun, and have sought hils
grievances. They have found the chief
causes of his discontent to be:
Poor pay. s
Insufficlent rations.

Lack of canteen.

Misfit uniforms.

Lack of home surroundings.
Menial dutfes.

Tyranny of superiors.

Paid Less Than Lowest Labor.

The worst crumb in the bed Is his pay.
Gen. Fred Funston in his last report says

True, the government retires its soldiers
on three-fourths pay after thirty years,
but the percentage who avall themselves
of this and the benefit is so small and so
distant that it does not flgure, says this
enterprising officer. True, too, that the
soldler gets free medical attention and a
free funeral with cemetery lot and grave
marker thrown in, but our more enterpris-
ing iIndustrial corporations are not only
giving thelr employes free medical atten-
tion and penslons, but free educational ad-
vantages for thelr children, comfortable
living quarters and reduced hours of labor.

The civillan laborer can go on strike
and demand a redress of his grievances, but
the soldier who strikes necessarily recelves
a long term In prison for his trouble. The
private soldier*s present pay of $13 per
month was established nearly forty years
ago, slnce when the cost of llving has
nearly doubled. Many skilled mechanics
in eclvilian life now recelve as much pay
as a captain in the United States Army,
and day laborers are recelving four times
as much as the private soldier.

Sometimes No Pay at AlL
The soldier sometimes gets no pay at all

because indebted to the United States for

extra clothing. The pay roll at Fort Myer,

opposite Washington, discloses that In a

recent month 183 men out of a single regl-
ment were in this very predicament. The
regular clothing apptopriation does not ap-
pear to meet the actual necesslties of the
soldier who wishes to be decently dressed.

This clothing grlevance concerns quan-
tity not so much as quality, in the light
that the man behind the gun sees Iit. One
ex-soldier describes the soldler’s uniforms
as so 1ll-fitting that the new recruit feels
ridieulous when he appears in public.
“gmall wonder,” says he, ‘‘that the man
in uniform should be unweélcome In many
places. About one In ten looks like he
might have once been a gentleman. Com-
pared with the recrult in his new uniform
the ordinary coachman is am aristocrat.”

The'inspector general takes much the same
view in his report of this month, and urges
that the soldier be allowed a uniform with
a style that is pleasing. “Discrimination
against the soldier's uniform at theaters
and public places,' says he, “may be less-
ened if we keep his working clothes more
in the background. Prejudice might be dis-
armed If he wore the dress instead of the
service uniform. And it is possible that
sometimes we carry too far the prohibition
of clvilian clothes.”

But of all grudges which the discontented
man of the barracks holds against Uncle
Sam Is the substitution of the rum brothel
for the cante-n, or what has amounted to
the same. The canteen, a regimental In-
stitution, subject to regulation, was a
branch of the commlssary, "“where a sol-
dled could buy a social glass of beer and
forget that he was a slave,'” as one veteran
puts it. No llquors were sold there, and
the profita of the beer consumed went into
the regimental canteen fund and were spent
in good things to eat. If a soldier grank too
much beer in the canteen, a word from hlis
captaln shut off his supply. But once upon
a time a powerful soclety of women ush-
ered up Capitol Hill a truck bearing a
“polyglot petition,” which caused the lead-
ers In Congress to break out inte goose-
flesh, and in sheer fright to pass a law
abolishing the canteen. The net result has
been that the bibulous soidier, after a few
days’ conservatio of thirst, hikes out for
the place of the “bootlegger” convenient to
each army post, and spends his nickel on
fusel oil and prune julce. He staggers back
to the post with a generous bottled supply
for the boys In the barracks, and the in-
crease of drunkenness in the army has been
annually accelerated ever since the new
“reform"” was Instituted. But this is such a
delicate question with the soldler man that
polite language cannot « o justice to the ple-
turesqueness., Of his argument of the case
and for full justice to his eloquence the
country must await the “American Kip-
ling" now sought by a popular magazine.

Tyranny of officers, especially of subal-
terns, Is another source of grievance. ""The
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attitude of the southerner toward the negro
seems the only perfect comparison with the
officers’ attitude toward the soldler,”” savs
one man who has done time under the flag.
The Inspector general has also found some
grievances lald to the door of *tyrannical
sergeants.” During the long practice march
of the 1=t Battalion, 13th Cavalry, from
Fort Riley to Fort Sheridan. from July 27
to September 6, many men deserted in re-
sentment of the severe punizhment dealt
out to them by the troop commander. 7T
was fined $3 because I rode on a train
when I was supposed to be walking behind
the troops. There were five of us, and
now none of us will recelve a c>nt of pay
for four months. That i3 the whol= trouble
with the army. They pay a man $13 a
month, and then the officers fine the men
until they haven't got a cent coming,” com-
plained one veteran of this six weeks'
march.

Too much early rising ls another com-
plaint frequently heard. “Why should we
all be turned out at 5:30 a.m.? What's
the sense, anyhow?" asked one man in the
official olive drab.

Perhaps Dr.*Stiles’ “lazy bug” was eat-
Ing into this chap’s wvitals, but some
psychologist or other, who lately compiled
statistics of insanity, found that insanity
was greatest among farmers than any
other class of citizens, and attributed the
cause to too early rising. Even the offi-
cers In the recent six weeks' “practice
march” from Fort Riley to Fort Sherldan
objected strenuously to the early hour at
which they were yanked out of slumber-
land. *“In all my experience I never heard
of a commanding officer making his men
get up at 4 o'clock in the morning, as we
have done on this march,” sald one cap-
tain. Another complaint has been made
over the rule requiring tired men to re-
port at the final roll pgall at 10 o'clock
each night Instead of allowing them to “go
to thelr blankets in peace” as soon as they
wish after the duties of a hard day are
done. *

There are complaints, al=o, of too much
menial work—of too often having to give
up the musket for the rake, the spade or
the pickax. In truth, there are com-
plaints too many for bare mention in the
space of this dissertation. And, besides,
if the gentle reader hears too much of
their tale of woe his sympathy for our
khakl boys will be blunted rather than
sharpened.

And, besides, more than enough will be
heard when Congress sits again, for there
is to be a "to do” then under the big
white dome over the best ways and means
of making the soldier's life more attrac-
tive. JOHN ELFRETH WATKINS.
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Inesday.—Lave lieth deep.
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Love dwell-
eth not In Np dey

Love wraps his wings on either side the
heart
ursday.—Men are seldom more inno-
cently employed than when they are hon-
estly making money

Friday.—-Is it not enjoying several lives,
at lcast by Imagination, to multiply one's
personality ?

Saturday.—To hate nature one must nat-
urally IMke pictures better than landscapes
amnl preserves better than fruits,

Sunday.—I therefore go and joiln hand,

heart and hand.

Active and firm, to fight the bloodless
fixht
Of science. freedom and the truth in

Christ.

Isaac l.obe Straus, democratic nominee for
attorney general, are the candidatea who
are running on Cupid’s platform.

The announcement of their Intentlon to
make matrimony an 1ssue In the state fight
came un’axpu‘tedly a few days ago.

There was a reunion of the Knights of
Pythias in Baltimore, and Gov. Warfleld of
Maryland, one of the happlest married men
in the state, with a beautiful and charming
wife, of whom any man might be proud,
and the two candidates were invited to
spealk. The governor, who was the first
speaker, faced the audlence and saw fully
1,000 women seiated before him, foremost
among them his wife.

It was the supreme moment to spring
the matrimonial pledge, and the governor,
who I8 a strikingly handsome man, did it
well, while Messrs. Crothers and Straus
sat behind him on the platform blushing
furiously. But the governor kept his eyes
on his wife right in front of him, and went
right ahead.

A remarkable scene followed the an-
nouncement. Virtually every woman {n the

IN MARYLAND
ELP TWO BENEDICT CAND

the Crothers-Straus platform. For several
minutes the billowy sea of handkerchlefs
tossed, and then the fair audience, some
say led by Mrs. Warfleld, burst into cheers
and applause as a further demonstration
of approval

After the tumult had subsided, Gov. War-
fleld sald some personal things about the
candidates, which brought new blushes
to their cheeks, and started fresh enthu-
slasm among the audience. He remarked:

“Why Judge Crothers has dodged the
matrimonial noose all this while puzsles
me, for he would make an ldeal husband
for some fine woman. How Mr. Straus has
eluded the wiles of the falr sex is even
more bafling. Why such a fine looking

N INNS
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MRS. EDWIN WARFIELD

young man, with so much ability and with
an enviable record as a citisen and a pub-
lic official, hasn't become a Benedict long
ere is something to worry most any one."
“Winner to Wed.”
The meeting, while not intended for a

partisan affeir, can be sald to have sernt
the candidates’ boom forward with a rush,
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They have been busy on the stump ever
since, and everywhere they have gone
women have crowded te hear them speak.
Of course not every unmarried woman In
the atate expects to sit In the executive
mansion, or to be ““Mrs. Attorney General,"”

but the idea that two marrlages depand
upon the votes cast this fall appears to
have appealed to the feminine sense of
romance.

Judge Crothe-s, the gubernatoral candl-

date, has been a most successful lawyer,

‘of real life,

ISAAC LoBE STRALS

and has made a good record as a jurist.
He is rich and has a commanding pres-
ence. \

Mr. Straus Is a leading member of the
Maryland bar. He g also rich and 18 a
strikingly handsome man. Owing to his

prominence in Baltimore soclety, his po-
litical promlise has aroused mo-e than
ordinary Interest. There is no hint as to
whosa hand he will try to win should
he first win at the polls, but hls assoclates
are amusing themselves, guessing.
Maryland in general and Baltimore In
particular are ‘noted for their falr women,
and the state has been the scene of some
of soclety’s most remarkable love stories
The brunette beautles of the
type which predominate have flashing dark

eyes, which tell at once of high spirit and
a love of the romantic. 80 Messrs. Croth=rs
and Straus are doubly lucky, being blessed
with a sympathstic audienc and an id=al
spot for their gquest—if they win.

The fact that the neighboring states
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey have
bhachelor governors has made the new

“winner-to-wed’ political issue all the more
pertinent, and many a candidale who must
go before his constlitu=nts this fall Is think-
ing along vastly different linés since Mary-
land gave the counlry a new Issue.

| end of the day.
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It is Hamilton Mable who las voiced
what we all know to be true, that “half the
charm of people is lost under the pressure

of work and the irritation of haste, Wa
rarely know our best friends on their Lest
side, our vision of their noblest sclves 1s
constantly obscured by the mists of pre-
occupation and weariness.”™

If good Hannali More had Ve In these

latter days of high pressure, It is altogether
probable that her celebrated The
world contains but two evils; sin and bile,™
would have been extended to three, the
item being “frazzled” nerves,

If we housekeepers could only differ
ate between essentials and

axi

o
last

Mitl=
non-esentiale,
could tell when to labor and when It ls
the part of wisdom to stay our hands and
“Invite our souls to loaf,” it weuld be a
good thing for our friends and family. Kx-
treme wea Iness begeta worry, With worry

comes insomnia, neurasthenia and nervs-
ons breakdown, and we are anything but
“plea=ant to live with.”

In these Indlan summer days, thla little
breathing spell between seasons, let us
take account of stoeck. fara our own In-
dividual eclrcumstances squarely and im-
partlally and, having found out just how
much we can do without overdoing, stop
there, In justice to eurselves and those
dearest to us.

Nerve-Racking Noises.

There are few things that work more
havoe to the nerves than avoldable nolses,
In Vienna press and people are busled just
now in devislng measures to secure an “at-
mosphere of tranqulllity so essential to hap-
piness,” as one of the antl-noise writers

puts it. Stone pavements are blamed for
much of the nolse and the agitation now
is in favor of nolselesa pavements and
the mitigation of a condition which is be-
coming dangerous to the nerves of the
population. In our large cities, just now,
the constant rasping of iron roller skates
over stone pavings is nerve-racking in the
extreme, while the Insistent cries of
“ole clo' " men and other peripatetic street
vendors, the creak of pulley lines, tha
yodels and cat calls of the different street
“gangs,’”” the hoarse chug! chug! of auto-
mobiles stopping for repalrs, the toot of
horns, the jangle of push-cart bells, the
strenuous drumming on the plano of those
who can't play and never will play, are all
aggravating, yet mainly avoldable.

A little neighborly kindness and thought-
fulness will nhviate many unnecessarily dis-
comforting nolses. The man who Ilikes to
ris» early and work In his garden Is a good
fellow, but if he stops to think of It the
“hurr'’ of a lawn mower at 6§ am. may be
far from agreeable to his nelghbors, whao
l'ke their forty winks. So, also, at the other
There are many who get
their best sleep before midnight, and the
ioud talking of their neighbors, who don’t
are to go fo bed early, robs them of thelr
rightful rest. Boys are naturally noisy lit-
tle animals, and a certain amount of good-
natured nolse s their prerogative, but even
g0, they should be early taught that doors
can be closed without slamming, chalrs can
be lifted instead of dragged over hard-
wood floors, stalrs can he ascended and de-
scended without thumping and clumping,
and *“rooting.,” while all right for the-ball
fleld, is not to be commended In the qulet
walks of life.

Tomatoes Stuffed With Corn and Pep-
pers.
A dellclous combination in wvegetables 13
this, composed of tomatoes, green peppers
and corn. Take the seeds from green pep-
pers, cook in salted water for twenty min-
utes, then drain and chop fine. Cook ears
of green corn In the water in which the
peppers were cooked and as soon as tender
—eight minutes will suffice—cut the corn
from the cob. Put a generoug piece of but-
ter In a ‘saucepan, add corn and peppers,
with salt to taste, and heat, Have ready
tomatoes, washed and wiped, but not peel-
ed. Cut a slice off the top and with a spoon
scoop out the center of the tomato. Fill
fn with the corn and pepper mixture, cover
with the tops of the tomatoss that have
been removed, stand In a baking pan and
bake In a moderate oven. This is a hearty
as well as pretty dish, and one that finds
abundant appreciation for luncheon or sup-

per.
Squabs Stuffed With Corn.

Another delectable dish still timely cone
slsts of squabs stuffed with green corm.
Cut the kernels from six ears of corn,
scraping out all the milk, but taking care
to get In none of the cob. Put into &
saucepan with two tablespoonfuls of but-
ter a hall cup hot water, sa't and pepper
to season. Cook a few moments, add one
beaten egg and cook until thirkened., St 114

the birds, lay in a baking pan, with a thin
slice of bacon blanketing each fat breast,
put a little hot water In the pan and roast,
basting frequently.
Thin Corn Bread.

This goes well with the breakfast cup
of coffee. To make (t, sift together three-
quarters of a cup fine corn meal and flour,
a half teaspoonful :alt and a teaspoonful
asugar. Beat together one egg and three-
quarters of a cup of sweet milk, and stir
into the dry mixture. Add a tablespoon-
ful melted butter and beat hard. Stir In
a teaspoonful baking powder, turn into a
well-greased shallow pan and bake about
twenty minutes In a quick oven.

Veal Pot Pie.

Pretty enough for a plcture was a veal
pot ple served lately by a colored Vir-
ginia cook, and It tasted as good as [t
looked. Furthermore, its total cost was
not more than thirty-five cents, while the
steak the night before cost slxty, without
including the potatoss and extras that went
with It. A pound and a half of veal from
the rump furnished the foundation. This
was cut in square pleces, covered with boll-
ing water and simmered until nearly tender,
A little onlon was add=d for scasuning, to-
gether with salt and pepper About fifteen
minutes before It was done Lhree potatoes
were peeled, sliced and added. When the
potatoes were done the gravy was thickened
with flour and a little butter was added.
Now, the whole was turned into a sliver
baker, and over the top was lald a erust of
baking powder biscult cut Into shape and
close enough to form a perfect

fitted in
ecrust. Then the baker was set In a hot
oven long enough to bake the biscult a

crispy golden brown. When ready to serve
the baker was set In its silver frame, gar-
nished with just a bit of curly parsley, then
set on the table, as pretty and delicious a
d'sh as one would care to see. The dump-
lings were a far cry from the usual flabby
affairs, and, belng cut !n shape, were easy
for serving. There was plenty of the gravy.
so that with a tomato salad, a slice of
flaky, delicately splced apple ple, a bit of
cheese and a cup of after-dinner coffee, one
had & home dinner fit for the queen’s taste.




